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FROM THE EDITOR

T
he IDEA issue of Innovation has to be one of my favorites each year! It is a repository of incredible work

that never seems to have limits. It has an ability to engage and delight and, at the same time, fuel new

business models and even improve people’s lives as a result of the designs themselves.

Each year the IDEA winners are not only comprised of some
of the best innovation and design work from across the
globe, but they increasingly highlight design as a critical
partner in powerful corporate business strategies.

Urgent new issues of great concern have intensified
our focus as designers on such topics as sustainable
design, socially beneficial solutions and integrated models
for business revenue that may emerge best through design
at its core. And the diversity of professionals who are
embracing design and innovation continues to expand and
enrich us. Maybe at some point we need to rethink the
name of our profession to reflect its broadening role.

More businesses are recognizing the horsepower that
design brings when it is intrinsically integrated into the entire
corporate chain of events as well as when it reaches the final
market. This year’s award winners demonstrate that many
businesses are becoming increasingly sophisticated and
emerging with greater competitiveness when they funda-
mentally embrace the insights that design thinking brings.

Some recent shifts in the judging process have elevat-

ed the IDEA program itself. The use of physical samples of
the entries was an important improvement. It enabled the
judging to be more true to reality and reduced the impact
that slick videos and copywriting can sometimes have in
influencing the final decision. The use of an open-ended
entry form allowed specific and focused insights into solu-
tions that weren’t constrained by standardized questioning.
Younger jury members as well helped to round out the cross
section of perspectives, and pairing multiple jurors helped to
ensure that personal biases wouldn’t influence the process.
These steps have refined the IDEA approach.

Please take some time to peruse this issue, and con-
sider leaving it out on your desk or passing it on to col-
leagues, who might enjoy the approaches that unfold in
these celebrated designs. 

If you’re an award recipient, congratulations! If you’ve
been working on programs but didn’t enter this year, consider
making time to prepare and submit your materials for 2009. A
lot of dynamic thinking is taking place; it would be great to have
your participation in IDEA if you haven’t done so recently.

—Gregg Davis, IDSA
g.davis@design-central.com

WITHOUT LIMITS


